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       Chlamydia 

 
What is it/what causes it? 

Chlamydial infections are caused by the bacterium Chlamydia trachomatis. C. trachomatis 
infections are easily cured with appropriate antibiotics. Though chlamydial infections are the 
most commonly reported communicable disease in Cook County Department of Public 
Health’s (CCDPH) jurisdiction as well as the United States overall, underreporting is a 
significant problem because most individuals with chlamydial infections are asymptomatic 
and do not seek testing.i 
 
Why is it important? 
Because most people with chlamydial infections have no symptoms, many infections may go 
untreated. Untreated chlamydial infections, in turn, can lead to significant reproductive 
sequelae, including fallopian tube scarring and infertility in females and urethritis and 
epididymitis in males.i 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

2000-2008   

 
Between 2000 – 2008, chlamydia rates increased for the U.S., Illinois, and all four districts within 
CCDPH’s jurisdiction. Rates in the South district increased more sharply than rates in the other 
regions. In 2008, the rate in the South District was 833.1 per 100,000 population; the rate in the West 
district was 417.8 per 100,000 population.  
 
Although rates have increased between 2000 - 2008, it is not clear whether these increases are a result 
of more new C. trachomatis infections or whether they reflect increases in the ease and availability of 
testing for C. trachomatis or some combination of these factors.  
 
 
 

Figure 1 
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2000-2002 vs. 2006-2008 

By Race and Gender 

Chlamydia rates within 
CCDPH’s jurisdiction  increased 
from 224.4 per 100,000 
population between 2000-2002 
to 353.6 per 100,000 population 
between 2006-2008. 
 
The overall chlamydia rate of 
1,333.5 per 100,000 population in 
African Americans (2006-2008) 
was 3.6 times higher than the 
rate in Hispanics (375.1 per 
100,000 population) and 25 
times the rate in Whites and 
Asians (54.1 and 53.2 per 100,000 
population, respectively).  
 
 

Figure 2 

 

2000-2002 vs. 2006-2008   
By Age Groups   
 

In most age groups, chlamydia 
rates were higher between 2006-
2008 than 2000-2002. In persons 
aged 15-19 years, the chlamydia 
rate increased 56% from 1,168.1 
per 100,000 population during 
2000-2002 to 1,825.9 per 100,000 
population during 2006-2008. 
 
Between 2006-2008, the highest 
chlamydia rate was in persons 
aged 20-24 years (2,161.8 per 
100,000 population), and the 
second highest rate was in 
persons 15-19 years of age 
(1,825.9 per 100,000 population).  
 
 

Figure 3 
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2006-2008  
By Race/Ethnicity and Region  

 

For years 2006-2008, disparity in 
rates by race/ethnicity was 
similar in the U.S., Illinois and 
each CCDPH district. Chlamydia 
rates were highest in African 
Americans. In the CCDPH 
jurisdiction, rates in African 
Americans ranged from a low of 
865.6 per 100,000 population in 
the North district to 1,403.6 per 
100,000 population in the South 
district.  

Figure 4 

 

  

By  Gender and Region  

In CCDPH’s jurisdiction during 
2006-2008, the chlamydia rate 
in females was 511.8 per 100,000 
population, 2.8 times higher 
than the rate in males (185.1 per 
100,000 population). 
 
Females in the South district 
had the highest chlamydia rate 
(1,134.3 per 100,000 population). 

Figure 5 
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Table 1 
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Table 2 
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Table 3 
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i STD Facts – Chlamydia. Available at http://www.cdc.gov/std/chlamydia/STDFact-Chlamydia.htm (last 

accessed 3/25/2011). 
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