
September 19, 2025

CCDPH School Health Meeting



Agenda
• Welcome & Housekeeping

• Announcements, Resources & Events

• CCDPH Vaccine Clinic Announcements

• CCDPH Communicable Disease Updates

• Proviso Township High School

• Chicago Food Policy Action Council (CFPAC)

• Adjournment
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COOK COUNTY 
DEPARTMENT OF 
PUBLIC HEALTH 

OFFERS ITS 
HEARTFELT 

CONDOLENCES TO 
LINCOLN MIDDLE 

SCHOOL IN 
BERWYN ON THE 

LOSS OF THEIR 
ASSISTANT 
PRINCIPAL 

NERISSA LEE



CCDPH
School Health Meeting

Meeting Objectives

• Stay Informed: Get the most up-to-date information and guidance to navigate issues related 

to health and wellness.

• Resource Sharing: Access valuable tools, resources and events in our communities.

• Community Support: Connect with peers to keep your staff, students, and families safe and 

healthy.



**HOUSEKEEPING**
Please let us know if you have any specific access needs(e.g., transcription, etc.)

Please keep your line muted

Feel free to put any questions in the chat

All Webinars are being recorded and will be uploaded to our Website and to CCDPH’s YouTube Page

https://cookcountypublichealth.org/school-health/
http://www.youtube.com/@cookcountydepartmentofpubl4930


Announcements



Announcements

• Registration for the next series of Monthly School Health Meetings will be 
updated soon

• Sign up to receive the School Newsletter: Sign up to receive our School 
Newsletter

7

https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/ILCOOKCODPH/subscriber/new
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/ILCOOKCODPH/subscriber/new


Announcement!!!
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Back by popular demand!



9

School Health Conference Registration Link

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
School Health Conference Registration Link


https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=lSKSO4bof0GqqE5MTwadglDn1ZbNkxVBha7wW550Lo9URjA1RFhBOEhXVDk3SEpCMVkzTkQ4NDFaRi4u


Contact CCDPH
Webinar Related Questions/General Questions

 CCDPH Healthy Cook General Email: healthycook@cookcountyhhs.org   

Line Lists/Reporting Communicable Diseases/Metrics Questions

 CCDPH Communicable Disease Reporting Email:  ccdph_schools@cookcountyhhs.org

CCDPH Website: https://cookcountypublichealth.org/

CCDPH School Page: School Health - Cook County Department of Public Health (cookcountypublichealth.org)

 Asthma and Allergy Resources for Suburban Cook Schools

 Website Link: https://cookcountypublichealth.org/school-asthma-allergy-resources/ 

 School Request for Undesignated Medication Prescription and Standing Order

CCDPH COVID-19 Vaccine Website:  vaccine.cookcountyil.gov  
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CCDPH Resources 



CCDPH Asthma and Allergy 
Resources for Suburban Cook Schools
• Kelly is no longer the contact for Prescription Requests
• Overview: CCDPH has updated our school request process for undesignated medication 

(epinephrine/asthma) prescription and standing orders to make it more efficient for school 
nurses.

• What’s New 
• CCDPH webpage with additional resources: https://cookcountypublichealth.org/school-

asthma-allergy-resources/ 
• New online school request form: School Request for Undesignated Medication Prescription 

and Standing Order

• Submit all questions to our NEW email address: 
CCDPHUndesignatedMedication@cookcountyhhs.org
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RESCUE Illinois Schools is an asthma intervention program for schools administered by the 
Asthma and Allergy Foundation of America – Midstates Chapter through the generous support of 
the Illinois Department of Human Services
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For more information, contact 
Naomi Soto: nsoto@aafastl.org

80 percent of schools are eligible for
• Metered Dose Inhalers
• Chambers
• Disposable Spacers
• Peak Flow Meters
• Other educational resources! 

Other Epi-Pen and Albuterol Resources

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Some schools are automatically opted into the program. You will automatically received materials. Contact Naomi with questions.  If not enrolled, can get SO and Rx from CCDPH




Naloxone Requests​

Naloxone Requests through CCDPH

Denise Holman, MPH
Opioid Health Educator, Community Behavioral Health Unit

denise.holman@cookcountyhealth.org 

Naloxone Request Form:  https://bit.ly/neednaloxone
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mailto:denise.holman@cookcountyhealth.org
https://bit.ly/neednaloxone


CCDPH – Nursing

• Vision and Hearing Screening Program
• As of September 2024, CCDPH has restarted the screening program for hearing and vision of 

preschool children ages 3-5 years old. The application is available on CCDPH’s website at 
Vision and Hearing Screening - Cook County Department of Public Health.

• Our program conducts comprehensive vision and hearing screening for preschool children 
ages 3-5 years old within the suburban communities of Cook County in all public, private 
and parochial schools.
o Screening services include the identification, testing, evaluation, and follow up services
o Provide necessary referral services based on the evaluation results

• For any additional questions, please contact us at visionandhearing@cookcountyhealth.org

1

https://cookcountypublichealth.org/nursing-services/vision-and-hearing-screening/
https://cookcountypublichealth.org/nursing-services/vision-and-hearing-screening/
https://cookcountypublichealth.org/nursing-services/vision-and-hearing-screening/
https://cookcountypublichealth.org/nursing-services/vision-and-hearing-screening/
https://cookcountypublichealth.org/nursing-services/vision-and-hearing-screening/
https://cookcountypublichealth.org/nursing-services/vision-and-hearing-screening/
https://cookcountypublichealth.org/nursing-services/vision-and-hearing-screening/
https://cookcountypublichealth.org/nursing-services/vision-and-hearing-screening/
https://cookcountypublichealth.org/nursing-services/vision-and-hearing-screening/
https://cookcountypublichealth.org/nursing-services/vision-and-hearing-screening/
https://cookcountypublichealth.org/nursing-services/vision-and-hearing-screening/
mailto:visionandhearing@cookcountyhealth.org


Other Vaccination Resources
 Mobile Care Chicago Vaccination Program

 Kamari Thompson Chicago-kthompson@mobilecarefoundation.org

 Advocate Children’s Hospital and Ronald McDonald Mobile Vaccine Program
 Amy Moses amy.moses@aah.org 

 Med ADVO-C Mobilized Healthcare Services
 April McMurray-White aprilmcmwhite@medadvoc.com

 Loyola Medicine Pediatric Mobile Health Unit

 IDPH Wellness on Wheels Request Form

 Jewel-Osco School Clinics
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Mental Health Resources 



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Our BH unit gathered MH resources and put them all in one resource guide



988 Suicide and Crisis Lifeline
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
https://www.namiccns.org/support-groups/
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Adult Mental Health First Aid Training
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Adult Mental Health First Aid Training
Communityeducation@rinconfamilyservices.org
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Mental Health Services for Youth
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Community Resources
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Empowering students through education

In recognition of the vital role tutoring plays in student success, Varsity Tutors is committed to providing 
accessible and high-quality educational support to students across Illinois. Through its online NO-COST 
Platform Access, Varsity Tutors offers a wealth of resources, expert tutors, and personalized instruction 

designed to meet each student's unique needs.

How Schools Can Benefit

Illinois schools can leverage Varsity Tutors' NO-COST Platform Access until 6/30/2030 to enrich their educational 
offerings and support their student's academic journey. By registering for these services through Keven 

Brown, Director of Educational Partnerships, schools can unlock a wealth of resources that will not only enhance 
academic performance but also promote positive mental health among students.

Contact keven.brown@varsitytutors.com for a list of eligible School Districts

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Illinois schools can access Varsity Tutors' NO-COST Platform to support their student's educational journey

mailto:keven.brown@varsitytutors.com


Community Events
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Community Immunization Program Updates

• Measles Case in Cook County

o Please see joint press release from CCDPH and CDPH regarding the case: 

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/ILCOOKCODPH/bulletins/3f2ec56

o Measles Toolkit for support in education school/community wide: 

https://cookcountypublichealth.org/communicable-diseases/measles-toolkit/

o School Based Clinics

 CCDPH is currently working with Prism Health to provide school- based vaccine clinics for students at schools 

throughout Suburban Cook County. All required/recommended vaccines are available for children out of 

compliance. Please reach out to Candace Nicks, Manager, Community Immunization Program for more 

information.

 Dates/spaces are limited so please reach soon, if interested.
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Community
Immunization Manager

Candace Nicks
Manager, Community Immunization Program

candace.nicks@cookcountyhealth.org
(708) 446-7305 mobile

mailto:candace.nicks@cookcountyhealth.org


Communicable Disease 
Update



Communicable Disease Update 
September 2025 

Cook County Department of Public Health

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Good afternoon, and thank you, Kelly. Welcome back, and a warm welcome to anyone joining the webinar for the first time. The communicable disease unit, specifically the VPD staff, uses this platform as our communication channel to keep you updated on any new information from IDPH, any community or national outbreaks, or to discuss increases In vaccine-preventable diseases within Suburban Cook County. 



Communicable Disease Unit 
Vaccine Preventable Diseases + School Setting 

• The CCDPH Communicable Disease (CD) Unit provides individualized consultation in school 
settings to control, prevent, and manage outbreaks

• CD staff investigates reports of infectious diseases, gathers information, conducts key 
interviews, and arranges testing when necessary

• Prevention and control guidance on exclusion (quarantine/isolation), environmental cleaning 
and disinfection is tailored for each site and each outbreak

• CD staff ensures accurate, fact-based communication between parties—for example providing 
a template letter for schools to send to parents

• Monitoring of cases or clusters continues, and guidance is provided, until it is safe to resume 
normal operations
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Talking points: 
 
The CD unit conducts an investigation into the case by collecting information for the lab report. They reach out to physicians, (daycares) schools, and parents to gather details about the onset date, clinical symptoms, and any testing that has been done. Additionally, they review the medication prescribed, identify susceptible contacts, and ensure that the student remains excluded from school until it’s safe for them to return. 
   
CD Unit received or consulted on 33,496 reportable diseases in FY 2024.

Once the communicable diseases staff verifies the presence of a reportable disease, they collaborate with school nurses to send out an exposure letter to the school community. This letter informs the parents about the disease exposures within the SCHOOL setting and shares essential details about the disease, signs and symptoms to look out for, and guidance on reducing the spread of infection.  it outlines the steps to take if a child or the parent begins to exhibit symptoms.   Most importantly, the document shares information about vaccinations- the number one way to curtail the spread of disease.
   
We collaborate closely with around 149 school districts in the surrounding area to provide guidance and promote vaccination schedules, which is crucial for young children. Our efforts focus on keeping residents of Suburban Cook County informed and safeguarded against communicable diseases by encouraging the recommended immunizations for children from birth through age 6, particularly those in school settings.
 





Childhood Diseases in School Settings

Reportable: Vaccine Preventable Diseases 

• Measles: Suspect, Probable, Confirmed

• Varicella 

• Pertussis 

• Mumps 

• Diphtheria 

• Rubella

• ICU Hospitalization Cases 
o Influenza
o COVID-19
o RSV
o Deaths 

48

Source: vaccinae preventable disease images - Search Images
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Vaccination Requirement Deadline 
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Under Illinois law, all students must be up to date on 
required vaccinations by October 15—or an earlier 
deadline if set by your district. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We just want to ensure they are aware of the deadline so they can effectively manage students vaccination files. K-12 students have until Oct. 15 to submit updated physicals and immunization records to their school districts.



Communication Channel + VPD Team 
Vaccine Preventable Diseases 
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CCDPH Mailbox:
ccdph_schools@cookcountyhhs.org

CCDPH Phone number:
(708) 836-8699

mailto:ccdph_schools@cookcountyhhs.org


Preventing Spread of Infections in K-12 Schools
Resources 
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CDC Guidance for Infection Prevention and Control in K-12 Schools 
Document 
Preventing Spread of Infections in K-12 Schools | CDC

Emergency Operations Plans and Sustaining Partnerships Videos 
https://rems.ed.gov/trainings/CourseInfectious.aspx 

Considerations for Prioritizing Additional Strategies 
https://www.cdc.gov/orr/school-preparedness/infection-prevention/prioritizing-
strategies.html

Everyday Actions for Schools to Prevent and Control the Spread of Infections 
https://www.cdc.gov/orr/school-preparedness/infection-prevention/actions.html

Source: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
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Chicago Food Policy 

Action Council (CFPAC)



Farm to School Efforts at Proviso Township 
High Schools

Building Stronger Menus, Communities, and Connections

Roberto Gonzalez| Nutrition Coordinator |Food and Nutrition Services 
Department 



Why Farm to School?

• Builds long-term farmer–school partnerships that supports food supply 
chains

Supports and strengthens local 
farmers & regional food systems

• Shorter supply chain means better taste and nutrition
• Seasonal produce brings variety to menus

Provides fresher, higher-quality 
ingredients for students

• Students are more likely to try familiar, fresh foods
• New, innovative recipes increase excitement in the cafeteria

Boosts student interest and 
participation in school meals

• Connects classroom lessons to real-life food systems
• Sparks curiosity about where food comes from and how it’s grown

Creates hands-on learning 
opportunities in food, nutrition, 

and agriculture

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Highlight past project school breakfast grant equipment grant and burger grant
 highlight covid food supply chain issues and planning for the unknown to be proactive 
Seasonal produce help tell stories by connection of produce we see on our plates
Monthly student survey helps see acceptance and get feedback on service. 




Proviso Township HS Farm to 
School Journey….so far

•  Gradual rollout of  pilots

• Start small, test new recipes for student input

• Build confidence before district-wide adoption 

•  Collaboration with regional food partners

• The Common Market has been great with the initial 
roll out of  farm to school products 

• Balanced taste, nutrition & culture

• Incorporate student-preferred flavors while meeting 
USDA nutrition standards

• • Goal → increase menu consumption

• Reduce food waste and improve participation rates

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Small samples in classroom when possible to gain staff support
Build confidence with student and most important staff member that may also be new to certain food products. We work in an educational setting education is important and uplifting staff to wanted to learn and highlight local products goes a long way. 
Partnership like common market and networking with other districts help support these efforts
Student are more will to try the fresh produce (fruits and vegetables) and just walking around the cafeteria during service you can see more and more cleared plate rather than seeing food end up in the waste bin. Also training staff on you cooking processes that may make the food more appealing to the students.



Beef  & Black Bean Patty Pilot

• Partners: The Common Market + McCann Meats

• Collaborating with partners helps understand the ins and outs of 
local supply chains 

• Locally sourced beef & black beans product

• Supports local producers and strengthens regional food systems 

• Reduces environmental impact from long-distance transportation

• Piloted in 2024 → positive student response

• Students enjoyed the taste, which led to increased meal participation 

• Healthier, cost-effective option

• Aligns with wellness goals and encourages healthy eating habits

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Fresher ingredients with better taste and nutritional value
Allgren free patty 
You can take some as familiar are a burger and highlight how one can take small step to a healthy eating habit but understand the basics of nutrition 



Expanding with 
Local Grains

• Support from Artisan Grain Collaborative

• Collaboration with a regional organization 
dedicated to high-quality, sustainable grains

• Strengthens relationships with local producers 
and food artisans

• Adds menu variety & cultural relevance

• Introduces new textures, flavors, and grain types 
to the menu

• Allows meals to reflect regional and cultural food 
traditions

• Engages students with diverse, appealing, and 
nutrient-rich options



Food Advocacy & Community 
Impact

• Advocacy beyond food

• Farm to School programs go beyond meals to teach students about 
where food comes from

• Encourages engagement in local food policy and community initiatives

• Builds school–farmer–family connections

• Creates opportunities for students and families to meet and learn from 
local farmers

• Strengthens relationships between schools, local agriculture, and 
communities

• Promotes equity in food access

• Ensures all students, regardless of background, can access fresh, 
nutritious, locally sourced meals

• Helps address disparities in healthy food availability

• Inspires food system awareness

• Empowers students to make informed food choices and become future 
advocates

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Empowers students to make informed food choices and become future advocates



Looking Ahead

• Pilot new local items

• Introduce additional locally sourced ingredients and recipes

• Test new menu options with students to gauge taste, acceptance, and 
participation

• Refine recipes based on feedback for long-term adoption

• Share success stories

• Highlight student engagement, positive feedback, and increased 
participation

• Use storytelling to inspire other schools and community members

• Demonstrate measurable impact on nutrition, sustainability, and local 
sourcing

• Vision → cornerstone of wellness & innovation

• Integrate hands-on food education and sustainability into school 
culture

• Foster a long-term vision where local foods and wellness are central 
to every meal



School Grants & Funding 
Opportunities



USDA | Patrick Leahy Farm to School Grant Program (2026)
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Program Details:

• Support incorporation of local foods across the different 
School Nutrition programing (i.e. NSLP, SBP,SFSP, and 
CACFP): education, taste tests, school gardens, field 
trips (New or Expanding existing efforts)

• Total Award for distribution: 18 million
• Projects range: 100k-500k

• Cost sharing requirement
• Eligibility:

• State agencies
• Indian Tribal organizations
• Child Nutrition Program operators*
• Local agencies*
• Agricultural producers*
• Groups of agricultural producers*
• Non-profit organizations* (501c3)

2024 Illinois Awardees - Projects:

• Types of Projects:
• Planning for Farm 2 School programming
• Implementation
• Ag Education

• Who applied:
• School District
• Farm
• Community organizations doing F2S education 

applications

Closing Date: December 5th, 2025

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
RFA link: https://www.fns.usda.gov/grant/f2s/fy26
Expected to award about 50 projects
*Programs with an asterix expected to apply wi


https://www.fns.usda.gov/grant/f2s/fy26


USDA | Lake Michigan School Food Innovation Hub
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Program Details:

• Sub-Grant from the USDA School Food System 
Transformation Challenge -Great Lake cohort 
was one of 4 awardees

• These funds support innovation in the school 
meals marketplace by incentivizing 
collaboration between schools, the food 
industry, and other stakeholders.

• Convened by Illinois Public Health Institute
• State leads: SGA, MSU, Indiana Food 

Council,Kids Forward and Health Tide
• Illinois Applicants connect with State lead: 

Illinois F2S Network (SGA) - 
farmtoschool@sevengenerationsahead.org

Types of Grants + IL Awardees:

• Innovation Collaboration (2 years): 250K - 500K
• Beyond Green Partners  
• Artisan Grain Collaborative

• Spark Awards (1 year): 30k -100K
• Common Market + PTSD 209

• Greater Wabash Food Council +Local school 
districts

Applications Open October 15th, 2025 
Close date: January 23, 2026

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
RFA link: https://www.fns.usda.gov/grant/f2s/fy26

mailto:farmtoschool@sevengenerationsahead.org
https://innovateschoolfood.org/
https://innovateschoolfood.org/
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Eligibility:

• Farmers
• Food producers
• Food suppliers, Food distributors, Food industry 

partners
• Schools and school districts, including nonprofit 

private and charter schools that operate the 
National School Lunch Program and/or School 
Breakfast Programs

• Other organizations, including but not limited to 
community non-profit organizations, state and 
local governmental agencies, Tribes, Native 
American Tribal Organizations, institutions of higher 
education, and small businesses.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
RFA link: https://www.fns.usda.gov/grant/f2s/fy26
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Program Details:

• USDA Cooperative Agreement
• 7.3 million dollars allocated to Illinois in 2022
• Non-competitive sub-awards
• Distributed to IL SFAs to purchase local fresh/minimally 

processed food from IL or 400 miles from delivery site
• Fruits, vegetables (fresh or pre-cut), grain products, dairy 

foods,meat/poultry

• Prioritize purchasing from underserved 
producers/growers

• School Food Programs reimbursed : lunch (NSLP), 
breakfast (SBP), After School Snack Program and/or the 
Seamless Summer Option (SSO)

• Only for food purchasing, no admin dollars

Types of Grants + IL Awardees:

• Innovation Collaboration (2 years): 250K - 500K
• Beyond Green Partners  
• Artisan Grain Collaborative

• Spark Awards (1 year): 30k -100K
• Common Market + PTSD 209

• Greater Wabash Food Council +Local school 
districts

Available through January 31st, 2026

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
SFAs that have not signed up for LFS:https://www.isbe.net/Documents/Not-LFS-funding-allotments.pdf

https://www.isbe.net/Documents/LFS-Flyer-For-Schools.pdf


ISBE | School Breakfast Program (SBP) Expansion Grant

66

Program Details:

• Voluntary program: SBP is part of National School Lunch Program (NLSP)
• Focus is establish, maintain or expand SBP in the SFA’s qualifying schools.

• Sub-granting up to 10K per qualifying school/ group of schools
• Award range between $500 - $10k per recipient

• Total for FY26 - $993K
• Annual disbursement, usually close by May
• Cost sharing not required

Grant reopening in Spring 2027

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
RFA link: https://www.fns.usda.gov/grant/f2s/fy26

https://www.isbe.net/Pages/School-Breakfast-Program.aspx#:%7E:text=FY%202026%20School%20Breakfast%20Program,list%20of%20qualifying%20schools%20%E2%80%8B.
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Other Resources

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
https://innovateschoolfood.org/other-grant-opportunities/
ILF2S: Planning and Programing resources : Harvest of the Month and Great Apple Crunch - https://extension.illinois.edu/cook/starting-school-garden
U of I Extension Resources:  
No Kid Hungry - support increase SBP and Non-Congregate Summer meals
Kids Gardening - 20K for new and existing garden program 
Chef Ann - Salad Bars (5k) and GSC (up to 150 K, 3yrs)
SNA - Equipment Grant
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