
December 19, 2025

CCDPH School Health Meeting



Agenda
Welcome & Housekeeping

Announcements, Resources & Events

CCDPH Communicable Disease Updates

The Link & Option Center

Adjournment



CCDPH
School Health Meeting

Meeting Objectives

• Stay Informed: Get the most up-to-date information and guidance to navigate issues related 

to health and wellness.

• Resource Sharing: Access valuable tools, resources and events in our communities.

• Community Support: Connect with peers to keep your staff, students, and families safe and 

healthy.



**HOUSEKEEPING**
Please let us know if you have any specific access needs(e.g., transcription, etc.)

Please keep your line muted

Feel free to put any questions in the chat

All Webinars are being recorded and will be uploaded to our Website and to CCDPH’s YouTube Page

https://cookcountypublichealth.org/school-health/
http://www.youtube.com/@cookcountydepartmentofpubl4930


Announcements
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CONFERENCE CEUs

WE ARE WORKING DILIGENTLY TO GET 
CONFERENCE CEUs DISTRIBUTED AS SOON AS 

POSSIBLE PLEASE BEAR WITH US
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Contact CCDPH
Webinar Related Questions/General Questions

 CCDPH Healthy Cook General Email: healthycook@cookcountyhhs.org   

Line Lists/Reporting Communicable Diseases/Metrics Questions

 CCDPH Communicable Disease Reporting Email:  ccdph_schools@cookcountyhhs.org

CCDPH Website: https://cookcountypublichealth.org/

CCDPH School Page: School Health - Cook County Department of Public Health (cookcountypublichealth.org)

 Asthma and Allergy Resources for Suburban Cook Schools

 Website Link: https://cookcountypublichealth.org/school-asthma-allergy-resources/ 

 School Request for Undesignated Medication Prescription and Standing Order

CCDPH COVID-19 Vaccine Website:  vaccine.cookcountyil.gov  
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CCDPH Resources 



CCDPH Asthma and Allergy 
Resources for Suburban Cook Schools
• Kelly is no longer the contact for Prescription Requests
• Overview: CCDPH has updated our school request process for undesignated medication 

(epinephrine/asthma) prescription and standing orders to make it more efficient for school 
nurses.

• What’s New 
• CCDPH webpage with additional resources: https://cookcountypublichealth.org/school-

asthma-allergy-resources/ 
• New online school request form: School Request for Undesignated Medication Prescription 

and Standing Order

• Submit all questions to our NEW email address: 
CCDPHUndesignatedMedication@cookcountyhhs.org
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RESCUE Illinois Schools is an asthma intervention program for schools administered by the 
Asthma and Allergy Foundation of America – Midstates Chapter through the generous support of 
the Illinois Department of Human Services
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For more information, contact 
Naomi Soto: nsoto@aafastl.org

80 percent of schools are eligible for
• Metered Dose Inhalers
• Chambers
• Disposable Spacers
• Peak Flow Meters
• Other educational resources! 

Other Epi-Pen and Albuterol Resources



Naloxone Requests​

Naloxone Requests through CCDPH

Denise Holman, MPH
Opioid Health Educator, Community Behavioral Health Unit

denise.holman@cookcountyhealth.org 

Naloxone Request Form:  https://bit.ly/neednaloxone
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CCDPH – Nursing

• Vision and Hearing Screening Program
• As of September 2024, CCDPH has restarted the screening program for hearing and vision of 

preschool children ages 3-5 years old. The application is available on CCDPH’s website at 
Vision and Hearing Screening - Cook County Department of Public Health.

• Our program conducts comprehensive vision and hearing screening for preschool children 
ages 3-5 years old within the suburban communities of Cook County in all public, private 
and parochial schools.
o Screening services include the identification, testing, evaluation, and follow up services
o Provide necessary referral services based on the evaluation results

• For any additional questions, please contact us at visionandhearing@cookcountyhealth.org
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CCDPH –Free Flu and Covid Vaccination Clinics

Cook County Department of Public Health, in conjunction with Cook County Health 
and CountyCare, is offering free flu and COVID-19 shots at its Saturday 
vaccination clinics, located in five suburban Cook County locations.

Children (6 months and up) and adults can receive flu and COVID-19 vaccines at 
no cost, regardless of insurance coverage, at the Saturday walk-in clinics. The 
clinics are open on certain Saturdays from Oct. 18 through March 28, 2026, 8 a.m. 
to 4 p.m., at five different locations in suburban Cook County. A person’s 
immigration status will not stop them from receiving immunizations. More details 
about the clinics are below:

• Walk-ins welcome, no appointment necessary

• Resource coordination and referrals available

• Bring a form of I.D. and insurance card (Note: insurance is not required)

• For more information visit our webpage: Free COVID-19 and Flu Vaccination 
Clinics - Cook County Department of Public Health
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Other Vaccination Resources
 Mobile Care Chicago Vaccination Program

 Kamari Thompson Chicago-kthompson@mobilecarefoundation.org

 Advocate Children’s Hospital and Ronald McDonald Mobile Vaccine Program
 Amy Moses amy.moses@aah.org 

 Med ADVO-C Mobilized Healthcare Services
 April McMurray-White aprilmcmwhite@medadvoc.com

 Loyola Medicine Pediatric Mobile Health Unit

 IDPH Wellness on Wheels Request Form

 Jewel-Osco School Clinics
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Mental Health Resources 





988 Suicide and Crisis Lifeline
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Adult Mental Health First Aid Training
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Mental Health Services for Youth
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Registration | IllinoisDocAssist (866) 986-2778 | University of 
Illinois College of Medicine

https://illinoisdocassist.uic.edu/registration/
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Community Resources











37
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Empowering students through education

In recognition of the vital role tutoring plays in student success, Varsity Tutors is committed to providing 
accessible and high-quality educational support to students across Illinois. Through its online NO-COST 
Platform Access, Varsity Tutors offers a wealth of resources, expert tutors, and personalized instruction 

designed to meet each student's unique needs.

How Schools Can Benefit

Illinois schools can leverage Varsity Tutors' NO-COST Platform Access until 6/30/2030 to enrich their educational 
offerings and support their student's academic journey. By registering for these services through Keven 

Brown, Director of Educational Partnerships, schools can unlock a wealth of resources that will not only enhance 
academic performance but also promote positive mental health among students.

Contact keven.brown@varsitytutors.com for a list of eligible School Districts

mailto:keven.brown@varsitytutors.com


Community Events
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Communicable Disease 
Update



Communicable Disease in Cook County Update
 
12/19/25

Avi Joseph



Respiratory Disease Update
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Respiratory Dashboard – Key Points
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Percent of ED Visits Due to Influenza
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All Demographics Split by Age Group



Lab Data
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COVID-19 
Percent 
Positivity at 
Outpatient 
Labs

Counts of 
Influenza by 
Subtype at 
Outpatient 
Labs



Wastewater Data
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SARS-CoV-2 Influenza A



Percent of Inpatient Admissions Due to RSV by 
Age
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Count of ICU Admissions due to COVID-19
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Flu and COVID Vaccination – Not Too Late!
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• Despite the potential vaccine mismatch caused by the evolved H3N2 strain, the flu vaccine is still 
extremely effective against severe outcomes in children

• CDC recently published data demonstrating a significantly decreased risk in ED visits in children 
vaccinated against COVID

• Illinois is behind its pace last year in terms of vaccination – only 21.9% of residents have received a flu 
shot and 6.8% of residents have received a COVID shot (compared to 23.4% and 10.8% last year at the 
same time)



Flu and COVID Vaccination – Not Too Late!
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CDC Study on COVID Vaccine 
Effectiveness in Children

Flu Vaccine Effectiveness Data from 
England, 9/29/25-11/2/25



Communicable 
Disease Hot Topic 
Round-up
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Measles
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• 1,958 cases in the U.S. as of December 16
o 14 in Illinois
o 5 in CCDPH's jurisdiction; 2 in unvaccinated 

children

• 49 outbreaks (compared to 16 in 2024)
• Largest outbreaks right now in Utah, Arizona, 

and South Carolina
o Multiple schools with exposures in South 

Carolina outbreak; as of 12/16 over 100 
students in quarantine

• Good reminder to make sure you can quickly 
identify susceptible students and staff 
following an exposure



Infant Botulism Associated with ByHeart Formula
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• Rare but serious illness where babies swallow Clostridium 
botulinum spores, which then produce a toxin in the gut 
leading to a progressive, paralytic illness

• Special antitoxin (BabyBIG) can help reduce 
complications and extended hospital stays but must be 
specially requested from the Infant Botulism Treatment 
and Prevention Program

• In early November, astute epidemiologists at IBTPP and 
state and local health departments noticed a spike in 
requests for BabyBIG and identified a common brand of 
formula among the sick babies: ByHeart



Infant Botulism Associated with ByHeart Formula
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• From 8/1/25 - 11/1/25, 42% of infants treated 
with BabyBIG who consumed powdered formula 
reported using ByHeart, despite ByHeart only 
making up 1% of the powdered formula market

• 11/11/25 - All lots of ByHeart formula recalled by 
the FDA

o On 12/12 FDA sent warning letters to major 
retailers for failing to remove product from 
their shelves quickly enough including Target, 
Walmart, and Kroger

• As of 12/17, 51 cases linked to outbreak; 2 in 
Illinois, both CCDPH residents

• First botulism outbreak linked to formula in the 
U.S.

Swift recognition and action likely kept this 
outbreak from being much worse



Hep B Vaccine Guidance
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• Hepatitis B vaccination at birth has been 
universally recommended in the United States 
since 1991 (infections in children have 
dropped 99% since then)

• 600,000 adults in the U.S. are estimated to 
have chronic Hep B, with only 50% aware

• Hepatitis B infection can lead to serious 
outcomes, including jaundice, cirrhosis, liver 
failure, and liver cancer

• Bottom line – the Illinois Immunization 
Advisory Committee still recommends 
universal Hepatitis B vaccination at birth

Background Reported Cases of Acute Hepatitis B, 
1980-2022



Contact Us
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Avi Joseph
Enhanced Surveillance Program Manager
Communicable Disease Unit

E: avinash.joseph@cookcountyhhs.org

To get added to our weekly respiratory report list, email
E: courtney.kinnane@cookcountyhhs.org 

For general CD inquiries:
P: 708-836-8600

cookcountypublichealth.org CCDPH cookcohealth Cook County Department
of Public Health

cookcountypublichealth

mailto:avinash.joseph@cookcountyhhs.org
mailto:courtney.kinnane@cookcountyhhs.org
https://www.facebook.com/CCDPH/
https://x.com/cookcohealth
https://www.linkedin.com/company/cook-county-department-of-public-health
https://www.linkedin.com/company/cook-county-department-of-public-health
https://www.tiktok.com/@cookcountypublichealth


The Link & Option Center



The Link & Option 
Center, Inc. 

Locations

SOUTH HOLLAND
900 E 162ND ST.

SOUTH HOLLAND, IL 60473
708-331-8111

HAZEL CREST
3330 W. 177TH ST

HAZEL CREST, IL 60429
708-991-2513

24/7 CRISIS TRIAGE LIVING ROOM
17577 S. Kedzie Ave.

HAZEL CREST, IL 60429
708-991-2513



Certified Community Behavioral Health 
Center (CCBHC)

 24/7/365 crisis services to help people stabilize in the most clinically appropriate, least restrictive, and least 
traumatizing setting

 Immediate screening, assessment, and risk assessment for mental health, addictions, and basic primary care needs.

 Patient-centered treatment planning

 Outpatient mental health and substance use services.

 Primary care screening and monitoring

 Targeted case-management

 Psychiatric rehabilitation services

 Full clinical and operational commitment to peer and family support, recognizing these elements as essential for 
recovery.

 Tailored emphasis on active and veteran military to ensure they receive the unique health care support they need

 Coordination with other health care and social service providers (including hospitals, primary care, foster care, 
child welfare, education, and criminal justice), with a focus on whole health and comprehensive access to a full 
range of medical, behavioral and supportive services.



HOLD TIGHT IN MY MOTHER'S ARMS
DOULA PROGRAM

 What is a Community-Based Doula? A community-based Doula works with 
clients who are typically young, of low income and have little to no support, 
are members of the community they serve, and are matched by background, 
culture, and language. Community-based doulas meet with their clients 
several months before birth, attend the birth and meet in the weeks to 
months following the birth

Hold Tight in my Mother's Arms Doula Program is a personalized MOMS 
Maternal Care model of Doula services and coordination in the community. 
Our integrated physical and behavioral health services and best practice 
interventions address the care gap in maternal health, and prenatal and 
postpartum depression care for women who also may struggle with behavioral 
health conditions. 



MOBILE CRISIS RESPONSE



24/7 CRISIS TRIAGE LIVING ROOM



Thank you!



Questions ???



73



74



Adjournment


	CCDPH School Health Meeting
	���Agenda
	CCDPH�School Health Meeting
	Slide Number 4
	Announcements
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	CONFERENCE CEUs
	Contact CCDPH
	CCDPH Resources 
	CCDPH Asthma and Allergy �Resources for Suburban Cook Schools
	Slide Number 13
	Naloxone Requests​
	CCDPH – Nursing
	CCDPH –Free Flu and Covid Vaccination Clinics
	Other Vaccination Resources
	Mental Health Resources 
	Slide Number 19
	988 Suicide and Crisis Lifeline
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25
	Slide Number 26
	Slide Number 27
	Adult Mental Health First Aid Training
	Mental Health Services for Youth
	Slide Number 30
	Slide Number 31
	Community Resources
	Slide Number 33
	Slide Number 34
	Slide Number 35
	Slide Number 36
	Slide Number 37
	Slide Number 38
	Slide Number 39
	Slide Number 40
	Slide Number 41
	Community Events
	Slide Number 43
	Slide Number 44
	Slide Number 45
	Slide Number 46
	Slide Number 47
	Communicable Disease �Update
	Communicable Disease in Cook County Update	
	Respiratory Disease Update
	Respiratory Dashboard – Key Points
	Percent of ED Visits Due to Influenza
	Lab Data
	Wastewater Data
	Percent of Inpatient Admissions Due to RSV by Age
	Count of ICU Admissions due to COVID-19
	Flu and COVID Vaccination – Not Too Late!
	Flu and COVID Vaccination – Not Too Late!
	Communicable Disease Hot Topic Round-up
	Measles
	Infant Botulism Associated with ByHeart Formula
	Infant Botulism Associated with ByHeart Formula
	Hep B Vaccine Guidance
	Contact Us
	The Link & Option Center
	The Link & Option Center, Inc. 
	Certified Community Behavioral Health Center (CCBHC)
	HOLD TIGHT IN MY MOTHER'S ARMS�DOULA PROGRAM
	MOBILE CRISIS RESPONSE
	24/7 CRISIS TRIAGE LIVING ROOM
	Thank you!
	Questions ???
	Slide Number 73
	Slide Number 74
	Adjournment

