
                       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Animal exposure decision 
flowchart for rabies PEP 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
   

 
 
 

 

  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* 

Domestic or wild rodent or rabbit bite that took place in Illinois 

Evaluate rodent size or species 

 

Small rodent or rabbit 

NO Rabies PEP 
recommended 

  
Rabies PEP 

recommended   

POSITIVE, 
UNSATISFACTORY 

OR Untested 
NEGATIVE 

Small rodents - include rats, mice, guinea pigs, moles, squirrels, hamsters, gerbils, chipmunks, gopher, 
hedgehog, vole (note: although shrews are insectivores they can be included in this group for this purpose) 
 
Large rodents - beaver, groundhog,muskrat 

Test animal 
brain for 

rabies 

Larger rodent 

No signs of rabies  
present 

signs of rabies 
present 

*CCDPH is available for rabies consultations 
24/7; during   business hours call 708-836-8699; 
after hours call 708-836-8600 and follow the 
prompts. 

*If exposing animal is available for testing, contact CC 
Animal Control at 708-974-6140 during business hours. If 
possible, PEP should be delayed until testing is complete. 


